Progress in molecular genetics of heritable skin diseases: the paradigms of epidermolysis bullosa and pseudoxanthoma elasticum.
The 42nd Annual Symposium on the Biology of the Skin, entitled "The Genetics of Skin Disease", was held in Snowmass Village, Colorado, in July 1993. That meeting presented the opportunity to discuss how modern approaches to molecular genetics and molecular biology could be applied to understanding the mechanisms of skin diseases. The published proceedings of this meeting stated that "It is an opportune time to examine the genetics of skin disease" (Norris et al, 1994). Indeed, this meeting just caught the wave of early pioneering studies that have helped us to understand the molecular basis of a large number of genodermatoses. This overview presented in the 50th Annual Symposium on the biology of the skin, highlights the progress made in the molecular genetics of heritable skin diseases over the past decade.